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Cooper, Madison 
vols. Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1952. $10.00. 
When the author Sironia, Texas, year old Waco 
businessman, came into town recently see about the 
publication his enormous first novel, was quoted 
saying: “Somebody did some research and found that 
the longest book ever published was Clarissa Harlowe 
Samuel Richardson, England 250 years ago. 
was 875,000 words. wrote publisher and told him, 
hell, wanted exceed that record, could turn 


Consequently, the first remark that any reviewer will 
make about the book that like everything else 
Texas big. That should also eminently read- 
able gives virtue that saves from most the 
dubious connotations size for its own sake. the 
social history town the throes change from 
1900 1920 thereabouts. The Haydns, the Storrows 
and the Thaxtons put grim resistance the his- 
torical forces absorbing the genteel aristocracy the 
“git an’ go” drive personal merit and personal 
accomplishment. Part the book’s humor well 
part tragedy flows from the problems and incon- 
gruities that occur when the social lines begin 
crossed. 


The inter-racial problem figures prominently 
children fathered whites, the injustices which all 
too clearly reveal the fallacy white supremacy. The 
idea seems that “Where there are two races 
different black and white living side side, one has 
stay top avoid constant conflict.” Jared 
and Louella could claim blood kinship with the aristo- 
crats, their agony and their joy largely their mas- 
ters’ making—especially Jared whose brother Benjy 
lynched the most lurid lynching scenes. 


would take pages enumerate the abundance 
dramatic incident that enlivens every chapter. 
instance, flood could considered dramatic enough 
its own right, but author Cooper adds 
fight between females. Elliott, the 
acceptable social “climber,” rescues Miss Milly Thaxton 
from refugee riot going and beating the 
leader. Laurine Lane, the girl who was formerly in- 
volved with Jed Haydn, comes back Sironia the 
the torch while she lies stabbed death 
enemy. There are suicides, fights, buggy race that 
ends drunken death, and many, many love affairs 
most them illicit. 


Editor 
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Sironia, Texas quote the author again: “Matter fact, cut 


150,000 words out the finished manuscript before 
submitted it. tightened here and there and cut 
whole scenes. they think some episodes are 
‘dirty,’ they ought see what cut out...” This is, 
doubt, the idea that caused one reviewer comment 
that the author “leaves the impression that Sironia was 
town which the principal industry was fornication, 
with secondary interest talking about it.” 

addition Sironia, Texas’ painstaking effort in- 
dulge sex from page page 1,731, there also 
defect style which reveals inherent artificiality. 
Every single character—but every single one them— 
talks italics for emphasis. All them break let 
the final important word—hang. one were 
talk all one’s life saying: “But this book is—big.” The 
negroes talk that way, the aristocrats talk that way, the 
middle class merchants talk that way, but everybody 
talks that way. 
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180 Cooper Schmitt Keyes 


There can denying the vitality and force that 
lashes the narrative ahead uninterrupted 
forced march. Yet, when all over, Sironia, Texas 
literary world. Its readable quantity needs more than 
that take out the class what Lewis Gannett 
calls “essentially shallow narrative, [written] with 
collaboration, say, Frank Yerby and Mickey Spil- 
ane.” 


Unrecommended. 
You have better things with your time. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


LITERARY GUILD—NOVEMBER SELECTION 


Schmitt, Gladys Confessors the Name 
Dial. Oct. 23, 1952. 567p. $3.95. 

this verbose novel, Miss Schmitt essays parable. 
Telling the story the conflict between paganism and 
Christianity the reign the Emperor Decius (249- 
251), when the barbarians were pressing the outposts 
and internal decay prepared the way for the fall the 
Empire, the author hopes throw some light the 
current scene. this aim the story failure. The 
parallels are too obvious revealing. Her insights 
suggest nothing that especially new even signifi- 
cant. 


The story which seems interminable has its hero 
Favorinus Herennius, scion noble wealthy Roman 
family. stoic, intelligent and sensitive, finds re- 
ligion dead; the standards his class, impossible and 
his Stoicism, unsatisfactory answer. compensates 
these frustrations with liaison with Greek mistress 
surrounded with group Bohemians, right out 
Greenwich Village and put Roman togas. whirl 
imperial politics fails satisfy him. During the 
political spin, meets cousin Paulina, now fervent 
Christian. After helps her break her vow chas- 
tity, she goes off marytyrdom. Not too long after, 
decides that must the same. 


The costume Rome the third century, but the 
thoughts, the conversation and not few the atti- 
tudes and manners are September, char- 
acters are rather well designed but still very conven- 
tional. There are liberal helpings sex whet the 
tiring interest the weary reader. Undoubtedly 
will the scenario costume movie. But don’t 
bother read you have anything else do. 


James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Steamboat Gothic 


Messner. Nov. 10, 1952. $3.75. 

With the conclusion the presidential campaign, many 
readers will now forget about campaign oratory and 
turn lighter forms fiction. Steamboat Gothic 
designed, and appropriately timed, meet the expected 
demand. The title, connoting the architectural splen- 
dors magnificent houses built retired Mississippi 
riverboat men, intriguing, but one suspects that the 


Best 


novel was inspired the title rather than the title 
the novel. The Keyes formula, however, tested and 
true; the popular success Steamboat Gothic 
assured. 


customary Miss Keyes’ novels, generous space 
time covered—in this case, the period from 1865 
1930. The setting, course, Louisiana and the 
story, recital the varying fortunes three genera- 
tions the Batchelor family. all begins when hand- 
some Clyde Batchelor, man unknown parentage, 
orphanage rearing, and riverboat gambling reputation, 
reforms and wins fortune selling supplies the Union 
army. the course business trip into Virginia, 
Clyde gives succor beautiful and starving Lucy Page, 
wife wounded Confederate officer. Two years 
after her husband’s death, Lucy, the dismay her 
proud Virginian mother, accepts the Yankee’s proposal 
marriage. Before the wedding Clyde travels 
Louisiana buy “Steamboat Gothic” mansion which 
had often caught his eye his days the river 
steamers. While negotiating the purchase, Clyde 
duces and turn seduced the owner, attrac- 
tive widow, Louise Labouisse. Madame Labouisse con- 
veniently returns France, marries 
man, and bears him son, Pierre. 


The Batchelor menage—Clyde, Lucy, and stepdaughter 
Cary (stepson Bushrod remains Virginia and 
velops into first-class rotter)—lives happy, peaceful 
existence. Clyde proves himself thoroughly reformed 
and, indeed, haunted the thought that somehow 
his shady past might revealed his adored Lucy. 
develops, Lucy knew, guessed, most his past, 
and did not care. 


With his fortune invested the plantation and river- 
boat line, Clyde had expected provide well for his 
heirs, Cary and Bushrod, but railroad competition 
proves fatal the shipping venture. Taxed the 
expense the new house has built for Cary and 
her husband, Savoie Vincent, Creole neighbor, and 
the extortions the cad, Bushrod, Clyde close 
bankruptcy. Lucy, confided her husband, 
proves surprising source strength and wealth. The 
Batchelor combination struggles successfully regain 
its financial feet. 


Meanwhile, emotional tragedy impends. Cary and 
Savoie their prolonged European honeymoon visit 
the chateau the Marquise Chanet (who none 
other than sinful Louise Labouisse) where Cary 
creetly falls love with Pierre. Passion-tossed Cary 
returns America contemplating divorce only find 
thet she with child Savoie, hindrance surely 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
The Silver Chalice Costain Aug. 
Giant Terber Oct. 
East Eden (IIb) Steinbeck Oct. 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk Apr. 
The Old Man and the Sea (Ila) Hemingway Sept. 
The Houses Between (Ila) Spring May 
Matador Conrad June 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
The Far Country Shaute Sept. 
Don Camillo and His Flock Guareschi Sept. 
The Sea Around Carson 
The Diary Young Girl (I) Frank July 
The Devils Loudun (IV) Huxley Oct. 
Karen Killilea Oct. 


any romantic escapades. father-to-daughter talks 
result complete reconciliation with the ingenious 
Savoie. son born. Then comes the sombre note 
disaster. plantation fire takes the lives Lucy, 
Cary, and Savoie, leaving Clyde with the responsibility 
for rearing his grandson, Larry. Larry grows into 
model young man, monument his grandfather’s 
love, intelligence, and tact, time drafted into 
the army for service France World War There 
meets, woos, and wins Louise, the grandniece 
Pierre Chanet. Returning Louisiana, they pros- 
per and eventually convert the “Steamboat Gothic” 
plantation house into community center, memorial 
Clyde Batchelor and his era. 


Such, bare outline, the sprawling plot. The story 
enriched with numerous educational tidbits, such 
subjects steamboats, tobacco, Napoleonic code, and 
forth, injected forcibly into the narrative stream 
(eg. never heard veilleuse. Can you describe 
one me?”). Miss Keyes, style elephantine, her 
dialogue stilted, and her descriptive passages tinted 
with purple, but, her credit, she eschews the lewd 
sensationalism some our popular authors. Such 
scholarly impedimenta foreword and bibliography 
will not prevent Steamboat Gothic from enjoying the 
popularity Miss Keyes’ seventeen earlier novels. After 
all, she tells quite frankly that she writes please 
not reviewers. 


Frank Gerrity, Ph.D., 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia 31, Pennsylvania 


LITERARY GUILD—DECEMBER SELECTION 


Lea, Tom The Wonderful Country 
Little, Brown. Nov. 13, 1952. 387p. $3.75. 


The Wonderful Country wonderful book. can 
recall reason this time for reserving recommenda- 
tion anyone who old enough and hearty 
enough enjoy resoundingly good story. 
very well woven story, that manages one same 
time tell complicated tale about wandering horse- 
man, American birth, Mexican for refuge, who re- 
turns his native land serve Texas Ranger; and 
make you feel the growth the borderland along 
the river Americans call Grande from pioneer days 


the coming the railroads and the routing the worst 
the Indian raiders and renegades. And was this 
talented author’s first novel, The Brave Bulls, this book 
with his own sharply precise pen-and-ink 
drawings which seem eminently right illustrations 
for text and designs for generous set end leaves and 
title page and even the cover. Here one instance 
which author-illustrator and publisher-printer have col- 
laborated produce book that doubly welcome 
period when mounting prices have made publishers 
retrench the point shabbiness. 


The first chapter sweeps you into the story dust 
storm that strikes people moving toward Puerto-Del 
Norte from east, north, south and west. And you 
not first realize that Martin Brady, his black horse, 
Lagrimas, going the hero very human way; 
man who not extraordinarily bright, nor extra- 
ordinarily handsome, but possessed fundamental 
integrity which makes him friends with almost all the 
people meets. 


Major Strake Colton brings his wife from the West 
take command the garrison Fort Jefflin, near 
Puerto; from the east, Captain John Rucker bringing 
his family and half-dozen picked Texas Rangers from 
Austin set station Puerto; from the north Joe 
Wakefield and fellow named Naylor are bringing 
the mail and news along with young German-Jewish 
immigrant, Ludwig Sterner, who coming assist his 
uncle Isaac the general store Puerto. 


Martin has, the past, killed man who had killed 
his father and has taken refuge Mexico, where 
becomes favored hand Don Cipriano Castros, 
whose life has since saved. But only tool 
Don Cipriano, even though this exquisite and ruth- 
less has given him the fine horse, Lagrimas. 
bringing wagonload special ore the north, 
Del Norte, across the river from Puerto; crossing the 
river into Puerto, Martin hurt fall from his horse 
and has remain there under the care Ike Sterner 
and the town’s doctor. befriending Ludwig, again 
kills man and fearing capture and imprisonment goes 
back the Castros. But finds that life now in- 
tolerable and makes his escape westward across the 
mountains Sonora Province. There comes upon 
the Santos family, Santiago and his sons, and tempted 
stay and cast his lot with them. 


Meantime, the Texas Rangers have been trying effect 
alliance with the Mexican police work concert 
against the marauding Apaches, who are getting guns 
and ammunition from some strange source. 


Martin returns become Ranger when finds that 
not only will not prosecuted for murder, but can 
collect reward for killing notorious scoundrel. 


The story far more carefully and skillfully woven, 
and the characterizations the many people whose 
lives are intermingled with Martin’s are far better pre- 
sented than that hasty and brief story-outline would 
indicate. 


found The Wonderful Country rather wonderful read- 
ing and have doubt that most readers will agree. 
Mr. Lea has exceptional talent prose and pen- 
work. You will not want lend this book anyone 
for fear losing it. book worth keeping; because 


182 Tebbel Bishop 


think will bear many readings, and the chapter 
headings and other illustrations are pleasant re- 


turn to. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Tebbel, John 
The Life and Good Times William 
Randolph Hearst 

Dutton. Oct. 10, 1952. 386p. $4.00. 


Hearst natural target for biographers. Having writ- 
ten about the Marshall Fields and George Horace Lori- 
mer, was more less inevitable that John Tebbel 
should write book about Hearst. quotes 
rather frequently from preceding biographers but ap- 
parently decided that Hearst’s death 1951 made an- 
other biography necessary. tries give many 
facts can about Hearst, but the same time 
admits that much that passes for fact may well 
fiction. shall perhaps never see Hearst’s like again. 
impossible because inheritance taxes passon 
wealth son George Hearst passed his mil- 
lions, through his wife, his only child, William Ran- 
dolph Hearst. Because income taxes, will never 
again easy was for man like Hearst buy 
one newspaper after another and become fabu- 
lously rich Hearst became. Probably one else 
except man like Hearst, exerting the influence that 
did New York and California, would able 
live the strange life that did with Marion Davies, 
from 1922 until his death 1951. Hearst was unable 
secure divorce from his wife. 


one would expect, Tebbel gives full acount the 
productive efforts that Hearst made involve 
war against Spain 1898. Whether Hearst acted 
did merely because wished increase the circu- 
lation his New York Journal, Tebbel does not know. 
Why Hearst did the strange things that did, one 
seemed know. 


Although reared California, Hearst seemed destined 
develop into New Yorker when settled down 
there married man 1903, the age forty. 
began acquiring real estate, one his acquisitions 
being the Clarendon apartment house, for residence, 
cost $900,000. Soon Hearst, who always lived 
the grand manner, “took out floors make echo- 
ing, cavernous Gothic hall, straight from the Middle 
Ages, whose stone walls his great tapestries took 
the proper proportions, and whose spacious floors 
his armor collection looked quite home.” the 
1920’s, however, became hungry for California, and 
finally established himself his fabulous San 
Simeon estate, south San Francisco. But Hearst was 
not the sort man who would satisfied with one 
barony. bought St. Donat’s, castle Wales, 
1925 without having seen prior buying it. Another 
castle, this one Long Island, was bought 1929. 
conservatively estimated that Hearst’s desire buy 
things that did not need cost him least $50,- 
000,000. times heard art object and 
ordered his agents buy it, only discover that 
himself had bought years before and had never 
bothered even look it. One day, after quarreling 
over trivial matter with Mrs. Hearst went out and 


Best SELLERs 


bought picture for $375,000. That action was typical 
rather than unusual. When much his art was put 
sale 1941, Hearst parted with hundreds not 
thousands objects that had never seen. 


difficult ascertain the influence Hearst upon 
American life assess the worth the man 
himself. Certain that most the executives 
his far flung enterprises feared and disliked him. Noth- 
ing that even resembled loyalty permeated the Hearst 
workers. Hearst himself often managed convey the 
impression that was for unions and high wages and 
well paid workers, but the same time fought 
unions his plants and paid low wages whenever pos- 
sible. professed the friend the common 
man but there evidence that had any contact 
with the person presumably wanted 
become the Democratic candidate for the presidency 
1904; 1936 worked for Landon, the Republican 
candidate. would downcast for days one 
his dogs San Simeon died, but hesitancy 
firing man who had worked faithfully for him for 
thirty years. continually preached the importance 
morality but defied his own private life. Tebbel 
one the strangest men America the half cen- 


tury, 1900-1950. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Bishop, Jim The Mark Hellinger Story 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Nov. 10, 1952. 367p. $3.95. 


Mark Hellinger was unique personality and yet 
was representative product modern society and its 
unequivocably empty philosophy. terms fame, 
wealth, and friendship was eminent success. Yet 
till almost the moment died was still reaching— 
for nothing; had found that his worldly achieve- 
ments always turned ashes his mouth soon 
tasted them. 


Almost psychotic his desire loved and respect- 
one’s debt. His licentious big-heartedness help his 
fellow-man whether they were ex-newspapermen, un- 
employed actors, hoods, prostitutes was legend 
Broadway and Hollywood. From his earliest days 
the New York News through his lengthy association 
with the Hearst papers columnist through his 
palmiest era motion picture producer could 
never allow anyone pick check outdo him 
externally unselfish actions. Being inbred hot- 
house broom raised the heat the frenetic Twen- 
ties, reflected his public-life—as recorded this 
his one-time secretary—the gaudiness, the 
color, and the jaded sophistication that era. 


art (the thing made) the expression man’s 
philosophy, then the key Hellinger’s personality 
his writings and his movies. The former had 
cent sheen shallow sentimentality corroded in- 
genious knack for the unexpected. never pretended 
they were more than they are. least himself has 
said. But his more noted movies that the 
may lie. Although they were many, most them dealt 
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with wanton physical violence and sudden death. The 
triumvirate his memory will probably The Killers, 
Brute Force, and The Naked City. What merit they 
possess questionable but not their thematic lines: 
modern man riding the shock waves his 
era, battered and beaten society masochists and 
terrorists, seeing the end his experience the thin 
and pallid sunshine dubiously romantic new day. 
This romantic was known the Hellinger 
“touch.” then it, together with the evidence that 
Bishop offers the reader this racily written and easily 
readable biography, reveals man who the 
depths his soul, fearing the meaninglessness and 
chaos all; who wanted believe more than 
himself and may have found the suitable answer 
called God with his last breath. 


John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Cloete, Stuart The Curve and the Tusk 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 14, 1952. 272p. $3.00. 


Stuart Cloete already well known the American 
reading public, one his earlier novels having been 
book-club selection. This was The Turning Wheels, 
account the Great Trek the Boers South Africa 
from Cape Colony Transvaal. During the years 
since, has confined his fiction South African 
backgrounds, and the present book exception. 


The Curve and the Tusk has all the earmarks 
major effort. Mr. Cloete explains that wishes 
regard the book neither story nor “easy- 
to-read study natives and animals,” but rather 
effort clarify the black African’s outlook” and “to 
explain his problem.” Furthermore, from the dilemma 
the modern native, caught between two 
worlds, can learn something our own dilemma.” 


Now these are high purposes. One may—and this re- 
viewer does—doubt the relevance and fruitfulness 
the situation the native for our own. does not 
doubt, however, that his primary purpose Mr. Cloete 
succeeds admirably; for the (uncorrupted) native comes 
through “simple stone-and-iron-age man” in- 
herent dignity. 

The story simple and straightforward. Mashupa, 
young native, and N’Tembi, native girl, both whom 
have left their tribal homes and are employed Lour- 
enco Marques (the metropolis Portuguese Mozam- 
bique), meet, fall love, and marry. The girl, whose 
Catholic faith deep enough have freed her from 
the ancient superstitions totem and taboo, keeps her 
husband ignorance the fact that they are both 
under the same tribal totem. This means, according 
Kaffir tradition, that their marriage incestuous. When 
Mashupa learns his plight, feels necessary 
expiate his “sin” long exile alone the forest—as 
has been directed the medicine man his 
tribe. N’Tembi follows him into the forest, simply 
stay near him, and there that they meet death 
together—under the feet two rogue elephants. 

The background the story important the story 
itself. Mr. Cloete gives elaborate, detailed, loving 
descriptions the people, and flora and fauna 
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Mozambique—to degree that makes wonder 
setting. Another influence even more obvious: the 
Melville Moby Dick. For the poor, bewildered 
native Mashupa not the hero the book, then the 
elephant, the jungle monster, surely is. Mr. Cloete 
focuses the spotlight upon the elephant, the symbol 
natural might, way that can compared only 
with Melville’s treatment the whale. 


The story effectively told and the setting effectively 
drawn. These successes would enough for most 
writers, but they are not—unfortunately—enough for 
Mr. Cloete, who possessed the desire philos- 
ophize. And philosophize does—in the introduc- 
tion, the body the text, and the appendix. 
Many the observations are just, even penetrating— 
and for these must grateful—but some are shal- 
low and foolish. Mr. Cloete says, for example, feel 
that the religion life goes beyond pantheism and 
hedonism, into mystic worship (p. 
again, concubinage permissible for white 
men the tropics, white women are not available 
for wives (p. 47). 


The Curve and the Tusk moving and impressive 
novel. unfortunate that Mr. Cloete has seen fit 


interject remarks the above sort—remarks that are 


Herzer, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


extraneous any case. 


Aldanov, Mark Live Wish 
Dutton. Nov. 10, 1952. 512p. $3.95. 


Live Wish another novel set the con- 
temporary scene the self-exiled Russian, now 
United States citizen, who writes under the name Al- 
danov. With the exception the last few pages, 
France provides the background for the array des- 
perate characters who are centrally linked motion 
picture production. The story focuses most often 
Walter Jackson (ne’ Victor Yatsenko) aspiring play- 
wright, who introduced his fiancée, the actress 
Nadia (not yet divorced from her Soviet husband) 
Pemhoke (ne’ Pevzner) old movie producer. Plot- 
wise the question whether Yatsenko’s plays will 
successful. 


However, the author not interested plot but 
expressing ironic commentary the times. The 
characters named above are the least interesting that 
the irony the writer has little scope them. Far 
more entertaining are the accomplished Max Morfolk, 
quondom everything, Grandee, blackmailer, and 
Tonie, another Russian and morphine addict. 


general, the interplay these charcters worked 
out from consideration their personal aims and 
ambitions against the grim complexities the inter- 
national crisis. 

unusual feature the interjection two Yat- 
senko’s plays, complete but not quite full-length, into 
the text. 


Contrasted with the United Nations, for which Yat- 
senko is, the outset, interpreter, strange semi- 
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neo-pagan brotherhood dedicated Athene, which af- 
fords much opportunity for real and pseudo philos- 
ophizing. 
With great knowledge Russian ways and their 
impact the modern world, Mr. Aldanov has written 
placid and solid novel, not great, not even very im- 
portant, but commendable adults who can under- 
stand and criticize ideas. 

Clinton Maguire, 

Lafayette Street, 

New York 13, New York 


Kennedy, Margaret Troy Chimneys 
Rinehart. Nov. 1952. 249p. $3.00. 

The Margaret Kennedy whom first met The Con- 
stant Nymph and later renewed acquaintance with 
through Lucy Carmichael reappears playful mood 
here. telling the story one Miles Lufton, known 
around certain glittering circles the Regency period 
simply Pronto, she seems towing indulgently 
with idea rather than going about the business 
writing full-blown novel. The dualism her main 
character treated more war between his good 
and bad angels than actual exposé. 


Miles gives his own account these two natures 
through the medium the Lufton papers, which run 
from 1782 1818. The genteel, unpretentious station 
Bramfield parsonage was his natural heritage, but 
unhappy love affair turned him from the church to- 
ward politics. Through his friendship with the serio- 
comic Ludovic Amersham and his mother Lady Amer- 
sham, rose rapidly the ranks. the shrewd, 
ambitious Pronto, M.P., sitting for West Malling 
4000 pounds year, revelled in—and made the 
most of—everyone his moments the darling the 
drawing room. 


The era itself was melancholy age, with reforms long 
overdue and men the public eye prospering their 
quick wits. Pronto throve such atmosphere, 
while the quiet, sometime hero Miles hated 
paring for the day when could last rid his 
suave counterpart, bought the idyllic Troy Chimneys 
estate Wiltshire retreat. But received his 
coup grace before could retire there. 


Miles’ memoirs, divided between opposing loyalties, 
form diary lights and shadows. Fluctuating from 
comedy satire tragedy, the reading lively but 
undeniably minor stature. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 


Tennien, Mark (M.M.) Secret Safe 
Farrar, Straus Young. Oct. 17, 1952. 270p. $2.00. 

November, 1949, the Communist armies overran the 
main part China. Two hundred and fifty miles 
the West River from Hong Kong lies Shum Kai, where 
Fr. Tennien had small chapel, residence, and con- 
vent. Neither nor the other missionaries fled before 
the Communists—it was their regular procedure re- 
main until forced out. Most the Chinese fled the 
hills, leaving the deserted town soldiers, officials, 
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Best 


missionaries. Gradually the Communist regime moved 
in, and began operate. 


What reader may, not unreasonably, ex- 
pect story religious persecution and heroism; but 
this not what the book about essentially. The per- 
secution there, but tempered Communist fear 
foreign nationals, especially Americans, and (it seems 
me) Fr. Tennien, himself, burly six-footer. Fr. 
Tennien focuses his camera, not the missionaries, 
but the Communists. describes exactly what they 
did each day during nearly two years. Good luck pre- 
sented him with box seat for the performance. His 
church and residence were built the shape 
the church being the upright, and house, one the 
arms. was forced stay his house most the 
time, and from here could hear and see whatever 
happened the church. Now the church was the only 
assembly hall the town possessed. Therefore the Com- 
munists used their indoctrination center, police 
court, town hall, and social center. 


The book objective. permits himself excitable 
perorations, and the reader often thinks sound 
camera, clamly recording the setting new regime 
amid the dust and excitement war. even has 
chapter entitled “Achievements,” triumph for- 
giveness. Later Fr. Tennien was thrown into jail 
faked charge, where languished several months and 
was forced take the indoctrination course. For 
inside view Communist China, the book has rival. 


After nearly two years was forced go. then 
had the manuscript this book duplicate. The 
carbon mailed with his regular post the home 
mission. The original tried smuggle out. There 
are some moments supreme excitement here. When 
was within miles freedom, the manuscript was 
picked and partly understood searchers. Luckily 
for him, all they did was take from him and send 
him packing the free part Hong Kong with their 
curses ringing his ears. When crossed the bridge 
the free part Hong Kong, knelt down and 
kissed the dirt. was free, but thought his book was 
gone for good. What was his surprise then when one 
his fellow Maryknollers told him the book not only 
had been received, but read, approved and was 
route publishers. splendid book, informative, 
exciting, objective, and important. ought read 
every American, especially government workers 
soldiers who have deal with the Far would 
also hard beat for mealtime reading religious 


houses. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Voorhees, Melvin Korean Tales 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 11, 1952. 209p. $3.00. 


The name Korea means “Morning Splendor.” Twenty- 
six hundred years before the birth Christ, the tribes 
northern Korea and Manchuria united. When the 
Christian era began, the peninsula projecting South 
from Manchuria was split into three Kingdoms. 
Through the centuries Civil War, invasion and exter- 
nal control has devastated Korea. 1910 Japan re- 
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garded Korea part the Japanese Empire. The 
United States defeated Japan World War and 
Russia and the United States occupied the area north 
and south the 38th parallel. 1950, after United 
States forces had been withdrawn from South Korea, 
Communists from North Korea attacked the republic. 
Military intervention the United Nations then 
began. 

This most interesting book Lt. Col. Voorhees the 
story Korea-past and present. The author, ex- 
perienced West Coast reporter, who unti! recently 
had been with EUSAK (Eighth United Army 
Korea) Headquarters, relates the tragic story war 
far away remote part the world. 


The book begins the words the author “Eighth 
United States Army Korea unique and historic 
military headquarters For Eighth Army headquar- 
ters directs the ground forces sixteen nations 
EUSAK the first and only United Nations Army.” 
This statement enlarged the author’s excellent 
presentation supply problems relation national 
customs; small shoes for Thailanders, Cognac for 
Greeks, American canned spinach for Turks. This 
polyglot force all probability has presented more 
problems than any other force since the days the 
Crusades. 

Some the chapters are brutal their depiction war 
the peninsula. The first chapter relates the death 
American soldier with blank frankness rarely en- 
countered any war story. There frank criticism 
the press, Army red tape and graft the part the 
Korean officials. Generals MacArthur, Ridgway, Wal- 
ker and Van Fleet are introduced the reader 
new light. despite his aloofness, seems 
emerge the hero the chapter, “The Generals.” 


The Oriental mind has always mystified the average 
American. Koreans consider themselves not na- 
tionals but provincials. Their spirit not one 
progressive nationalism but one land rice, grain, 
bulls and fish. Government not progressive; 
chaotic. Korean general paid about twenty-two 
dollars month. The result the officer grafts live 
scale comparable that American private. 
Korean army man must suffer, will not 
officer. Democracy, intelligent Korean based 
class rule. 
Colonel Voorhees this controversial book explains 
court martial procedure and indoctrinates the reader 
with the problems facing American soldiers who are 
living strange and complex land. 
All all the book short, very well written and while 
this reviewer not technical army man, the military 
chapters are explained with clarity and reserve. The 
book avoids smut and recommended all students 
for its current value. 

Frank Brown, 

University Scranton 


Basseches, Nikolaus Stalin 


Dutton. Oct. 30, 1952. 384p. $4.75. 

This newest biography Stalin listed “objective.” 
The author set out write fair appraisal, contrast 
unrestrained adulation inventive. consider- 
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able, but not outstanding, degree has succeeded. 
there any bias, favor Stalin and the Russian 
experiment. Yet this means slanted pro- 
Communist book. 

discussing Stalin’s life, the author considers conserva- 
tism key trait the dictator. can occasions 
bold and ruthless. successful and calculating 
conspirator. Stalin took great gambles forcing col- 
lectivization upon the farmers, particularly the 
Ukraine. The great purge the late 1930’s was also 
serious risk. But the whole, moved slowly and 
cautiously. 

The present book offers considerable background ma- 
terial about Stalin’s life and the internal affairs the 
Communist Pary, Bolsheviks. fact, much 
history the Soviet experiment, from Stalin’s view- 
point, biography the dictator. Naturally 
better when discusses events before 1938, when the 
author had the advantage first-hand observation. 


Two major conclusions the present work not 
fully agree with the reports other experts Russia. 
The author holds that the Russian peasant now en- 
thusiastically supports the system farm collectives. 
Likewise, holds that the 1936-38 trials were genuine 
exposés real conspiracy. There has been impres- 
sive evidence against both these opinions. 


There much this book which discriminating 
reader will find useful. not written the “good 
old Uncle Joe” tradition. The author does stress 
Stalin’s good qualities. But the other side also given, 
with less emphasis. these qualifications, the book 
can recommended adult readers. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Thomas, Benjamin 
Abraham Lincoln: Biography 
Knopf. Nov. 10, 1952. 548p. $5.75. 


Another biography Lincoln not out place 
view the almost continuous development materials 
which have supported the activities many scholars 
the last fifty years. The notable work the Abra- 
ham Lincoln Association this regard, searching out 
and collecting sources, providing media for the publi- 
cation articles, and encouraging the production 
monographs about Lincoln and his times, has helped 
make this admirable “short” treatment the Asso- 
ciation’s former executive secretary authoritative 
summary the field exists this point. Nathaniel 
Stephenson achieved some success work the 
same scope thirty years ago, but Mr. Thomas has been 
careful incorporate the latest the voluminous in- 
formation made available since that time including the 
personal papers the Robert Todd Lincoln collection 
the Library Congress; fact, must have been 
great help him that published 1947 work 
critical analysis, Portrait for Posterity: Lincoln and 
His Biographers. not quite possible discover 
the present work the qualities English prose which 
distinguished the Lord Charnwood Life, nevertheless 
Thomas’s Lincoln can unqualifiedly recommended 
the score simple readability well thorough- 
ness topical treatment one well-made volume. 


186 Guardini Barr 


has been said that Lincoln had divorced from 
his connection with one wing the Republican Party 
before could become the hero one section the 
United States, and that the sectional conflict had 
recede behind the events two generations before 
could become accepted genius for the whole nation. 
further process, involving many controversial bio- 
graphical studies, seems have modified uncritical 
piety toward the memory martyred leader the 
while the last traces bitterness and disbelief his 
fine qualities disappeared the land Secessia. 
there wider display respect for Lincoln’s memory 
plain that the acceptable frankness this popular 
biography Mr. Thomas—without any trace the 
smartness that used called 
growing maturity the American people the way 
they accept their folk heroes. 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Guardini, Faith and Modern Man 
Translated Charlotte Forsyth. Pantheon Books. Oct. 
31, 1952. $2.75. 

Amid the stress which prevailed Germany during the 
latest World War, Monsignor Guardini and several 
other priests conceived the plan writing small book- 
lets, size which could inconspicuously enclosed 
personal letters, restating, for thoughtful but be- 
wildered generation, the cardinal tenets the Catholic 
faith. The twelve essays which Msgr. Guardini con- 
tributed this series were later collected into book, 
and are now presented the English-speaking public. 
They are little sermons writing—sermons not merely 
for the faithful but for all sincerely reflective men. The 
essential features the Catholic outlook life are 
here expressed warm, personal, and attractive style. 


The author eminently successful focussing prob- 
lems which seem urgent the present generation, and 
avoiding the controversial vein which mars many 
apologetical works. aware that the anxieties 
modern man are more than merely logical difficulties, 
and can rarely solved neat syllogisms. will- 
ing (even, would seem, eager) admit mysteries, 
and accordingly addresses his appeal not merely the 
rational faculty, but the whole man. With the gen- 
tleness physician souls, probes the depths 
the contemporary psyche, and enables the reader 
recognize the sources his own doubts and tempta- 
tions. tact and artistry leads one discern 
that life and the universe have meaning, and that 
man can, through religion, make contact with the Be- 
yond—the eternal, the absolute. The essays “Ado- 
ration,” Patience,” and “The Lordship 
Christ,” which appear early the book, convey the 
spirit authentic prayer. later chapters, Msgr. 
Guardini presents the Bible the history God’s 
“struggle” reveal Himself obstinate and rebel- 
lious race; depicts Faith hard-won victory 
which man overcomes the false gods this world, and 
Dogma the firm mold which prevents religious ex- 
perience from disintegrating into shapeless subjec- 
tivism. one the most powerful essays, points 
out that, with the resurgence paganism the West, 
the “saint” once again, the days St. Paul, 
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almost synonymous with the Christian—that say, 
with the man who has deliberately turned his back 
the values this world order strain forward 
eternity. yet another moving chapter, the author 
develops the Christian notion personal and fatherly 
Providence, and shows how far that doctrine surpasses 
both the wishful dreaming the childish mind and the 
cold conclusions philosophy. 
The Faith and Modern Man fulfills the promise its 
title. the work priest who has deeply pondered 
the eternal truths Revelation and accurately sensed 
the spirit the times. His insights are once pro- 
found and inspiring, novel and one 

ight say, the best sense the word. The essays 
here collected are admirably suited guide the 
criminating inquirer his search for Truth, give 
light and peace the troubled believer, and reveal 
every thinking Catholic new depths meaning 
the Faith which his. The translator and publisher 
have done service adding this work the list 
Guardini’s books presently available English. 
hoped that will soon have English translations 
his study Our Lord (Der Heer) and his Intro- 
duction Mental Prayer, both which have already 
been rendered into French. 

Avery Dulles, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Barr, Stringfellow Citizens the World 
Doubleday. Nov. 11, 1952. 285p. $3.00. 

The basic contention Mr. Barr’s tract that Ameri- 
can foreign policy makers and the 
have focused too much attention the military aspects 
the world problem. The central fact recent years 
has been largely ignored. That fact that hundreds 
millions people all over the world are longer 
content with living the very margin existence. 
They seek higher standard living, and they are de- 
termined attain it. There are two ways open 
them. The first the Russian method—the creating 
great industrial system the ruthless exploitation 
millions. The other solution industrialization 
through Western aid—economic, technological and 
scientific. The West has great opportunity join 
with the colored races, and common effort, the 
“citizens the world” can achieve high levels ma- 
terial well-being—the surest deterrent the spread 
communism. 

While true that the United States has done much 
for the continent through its European Aid Program, 
Europe and America have forgotten Asia, Africa, the 
Near East and Latin America. The “Point Four” pro- 
gram remains mere gesture the face the magni- 
tude the task. The author not discouraged, how- 
ever. feels that the basic idealism the individual 
man and woman the West (and particularly that 
the young) will meet the enormous challenge. 
physical difficulties, cites happy auguries the 
transformation through human ingenuity and scientific 
skills such unpromising lands the Tennessee Val- 
ley and Palestine. Whatever the obstacles, they must 
faced, Russia will wrest world leadership from 
America. 
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Throughout, the tone Citizens the World con- 
ventionally “liberal.” times Mr. Barr’s optimism 
leaves one breathless, but has produced stimulating 
little book. writes briskly and has talent for pre- 
senting ideas attractively. 
Richard Griggs, Ph.D., 
Milton, Massachusetts 


Bradna, Fred, and Spence, Hartzell The Big Top 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1952. 33p. $3.95. 

This the story the Greatest Show Earth told 
man who’s been with for forty-two years. Fred 
Bradna began his career with the Ringling Brothers, and 
Barnum and Bailey outfit back 1903 performer 
and rose become the best-known ringmaster circus 
history. his whistle and whip was the top- 
hatted big man the Big Top and has told his story 
Hartzell Spence, Iowan elephant water-boy from 
way back. 


The collaboration has been happy one. Bradna has 
been associated with some the greatest stars ever 
walk wire tip-toe horse’s hindside: Leitzel, 
Codona, Wirth, Concello, Court, the Wallendas. 
has anecdotes about them all and Spence has managed 
present them relaxed style which does not strive 
for any sterling literary quality. It’s plain, unadorned 
journalistic prose with Flesch count about But 
like sneaking into circus, it’s pleasant few hours 
visiting where the public never goes. 


Bradna, former Prussian cavalry officer who fell 
love with equestrienne and followed her into circus 
life, emerges aristocrat the tanbark, bland and 
assured, handling performers and animals alike with 
equal ease. telling the ups and downs the best 
known circus them all reveals some odd and in- 
teresting facts. For example, equestrians are the pres- 
tige personnel, followed the flyers; freaks are al- 
lowed eat costume, clowns make-up, and all 
others must respectable; infallible cure for any 
performer who has hang-over: injection straight 
thiamin; clowns can—and do—copyright their best 
make-up; Bailey paid his fat lady fifty cents per pound 
per week, weighing her every Thursday. 


Like the grab-bag that any circus is, this book has some- 
thing for anyone whose blood has started pounding 
the sound steam calliope. Not colossal, not 
stupendous, not gigantic; just fun. 
John Coppinger, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 


Matthiessen, 

The Responsibilities the Critic 
Oxford University Press. Oct. 16, 1952. 282p. $5.00. 
“Judgment art,” wrote the late Matthiessen, “is 
unavoidably both aesthetic and social act.” The Re- 
sponsibilities the Critic, generous and knowledgeable 
selection chosen John Rackliffe from Professor Mat- 
thiessen’s critical pieces, illustrates its author’s convic- 
tion that “the critic’s sense social responsibility gives 
him deeper thirst for meaning.” Matthiessen’s pur- 
suit meaning gave his work, over three decades, 


Bradna Matthiessen Gardner 


direction which distinguished from the New Criticism 
and from Marxist criticism, both which had 
marked affinities. 


Mr. Rackliffe has grouped his selections under such 
headings “The Artist Work” and “The Effort 
Repossess the Past,” thus requiring certain agility 
the reader who wishes possess himself, through use 
the dates original publication here provided, 
Matthiessen’s significant development away from un- 
critical acceptance Marxism his statement 1949, 
not Marxist myself but Christian.” (He 
nonetheless still persisted seeing the Marxist analysis 
fruitful its application American society.) 


addition illustrating the critical position lead- 
ing American scholar over the past three decades, this 
book also demonstrates the climate which became 
increasingly necessary combat “the eloquence in- 
nocence” with firm and scholarly knowledge. Inde- 
pendent their contribution our critical history, 
many these pieces are valuable for what they have 
say such authors Yeats, Emily Dickinson, 
Howells, Henry James, and Melville, for they share the 
precision statement and rich application historical 
association which marks their author’s longer work. 
“The most depressing feature our present cultural 
scene the continual overpraise mediocrity,” Mat- 
thiessen wrote brief piece book reviewing; the 
essays and reviews reprinted these pages are evidence 
that the reviewing and criticism contemporary litera- 
ture can responsible and mature. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Court Last Resort 
William Sloane Associates. Nov. 1952. 277p. $3.50. 


Years ago Erle Stanley Gardner earned his living 
successful trial lawyer. His legal career, course, has 
been long eclipsed his writing “who-dun-its,” but 
1946 biographical sketch the Saturday Evening 
Post recalled his unorthodox courtroom tactics im- 
pressively that deluge requests from “penniless 
defendants who were helpless predicaments” de- 
scended upon him. One them undertook aid 
was William Lindley, convict awaiting execution 
California for sex crime. careful investi- 
gation disclosed many questionable aspects the evi- 
dence and trial, and adding the force public opin- 
ion his findings won commutation for the con- 
demned man. 


This success led formation with Harry Steeger, 
owner Argosy magazine, what they called the 
Court Last Resort. Their assistants included out- 
standing private detective, famous authority legal 
medicine, criminal psychologist, leading polygraph 
operator, and former prison warden. This team in- 
vestigated the problems meritorius applicants for 
help and achieved number striking successes 
righting the wrongs miscarried justice. 

Regular reports Argosy fostered widespread interest 
the cause, and the present book weaves ten the 
cases into interesting narrative with the thesis that 
the people rather than any tribunal constitute the final 
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court appeal: “They must, course, exercise their 
wishes accordance with the methods prescribed 
the Constitution, but once these methods have been 
complied with the will the people the supreme 
law this land.” 


Though strongly marked the techniques detective 
fiction, the account fundamentally polemic pur- 
pose—as well often presentation—in pleading for 
alert public interest all phases law enforcement 
and criminal correction. Sometimes the argument 
bit obviously belabored, and other times lost 
fussily detailed detective story. Gardner’s confessed 
habit composition hurried oral dictation perhaps 
accounts for this shifting emphasis; certainly results 
considerable repetition and rhetorical carelessness. 
its effort enlistment the cause, the book 
necessarily addressed adult readers. They will find 
palatable but not distinguished. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Ward, Mary Jane It’s Different for Woman 
Random. Oct. 1952. 246p. $3.00. 


The heroine this “gay and true-to-life story domes- 
tic suburbia” Sally Bradford Cutter who, her 
middle forties, finds herself filled with restlessness and 
vague dissatisfaction. Her children are practically 
grown but her life seems beset with problems. 
Will her daughter Tess’ on-again off-again engagement 
young Dr. Russak crystallize? her youngest son 
Brad’s interest her best friend’s impossible young 
daughter merely puppy love? How will her husband, 
George, react the meeting, after twenty-odd years, 
with May Johnson, his former flame? 

These and other problems set the stage for the action 
the book—action that episodic and never definitively 
gets anywhere—except that one assured, the end 
the book, that Tess’ marriage date set and that May 
Johnson and also Ann Price, George’s indispensable sec- 
retary, not really interest George. 


If, claimed the jacket, this true-life picture 
suburbia, then suburbia bad state indeed; for 
its inhabitants, least those the Bradford and Cutter 
circle, seem have distorted sense values. For 
example, George and Sally take action even though 
they have well-grounded suspicions that their daughter 
Tess might contemplating granting “the supreme 
favor” attempt get her young doctor marry 
her. Rita, George’s mother, bemoans the fact that 
son hers should become member such “deca- 
dent institution” church. They are brittle people 
and shallow, people whose honest, forthright emotions 
are held check veneer sophistication. Even 
when the assembled Bradford and Cutter families dis- 
cover that Sally’s grandmother had withheld from her 
children the identity their true father, the matter 
glossed over. Civilized moderns that they are, they 
take the discovery stride and about their business. 
The story wanders. The style disjointed. There 
attempt making the characters vivid but since the 
author stresses unimportant externals the effort un- 
successful. Adult readers may while away some time 
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reading this book but will not, the main, afford too 
much pleasure satisfaction. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Kiely, Benedict Honey Seems Bitter 
Dutton. Oct. 17, 1952. 252p. $3.00. 

increasingly common quality found many Irish 
novels today latent streak naturalism. The 
flight from the fanciful instituted James Joyce finds 
modern disciples Frank O’Connor and Benedict 
Kiely. Although their works find their locale and 
dramatis personae Ireland, the land depicted far 
cry from the Ireland Yeats, and Synge. 


This third novel Benedict Kiely well-written 
piece. little the old-fashioned sort Irish rural 
description permeates its pages. The wording ex- 
tremely selective and produces smooth sounding tale. 
But the philosophy the whole quasi-naturalistic. 


The hero, Donagh Hartigan, recovering from nerv- 
ous breakdown. has hired cottage the country 
which might retreat from the worldly confusion 
which has caused his mental strain, but the choice 
proves more nerve-wracking than soothing. the 
course Hartigan’s residence, stumbles across 
murder, with all its concomitant results. From solitude 
the hero plunged into the whirlpool publicity, 
friendship with dominant rake, love-affair with 
society girl, and almost sordid liaison with neigh- 
boring cottager. The outcome uncertain and there 
tragic tone the book closes. 

hint spirituality, common the Irish temper- 
ament, ever given. All the characters attempt 
solve their problems purely human terms, and ideal- 
ism completely lost the motives Donagh and 
his friends. Honey Seems Bitter sounds bit Russian 
with Irish brogue. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Calvet, Monsignor Jean Saint Vincent dePaul 
Translated Lancelot Sheppard. McKay. Oct. 24, 
1952. 302p. $5.00. 

This translated biography St. Vincent Paul one 
series originally entitled “Les Grands Spirituels.” 
This book belongs series named for, Monsig- 
nor Calvet presents Paul, the saint spite his 
tremendous material achievement 
marily spiritual figure whose spirituality gave rise 
the foresight and the courage that helped the 
world. While most the work St. Vincent 
Paul well and widely known, the correlation these 
works with the history the time and the interior 
development St. Vincent himself the especial 
credit Calvet. The very division the volume into 
six major sections each closely associated with one 
phase the life Paul enables every reader 
assimilate all the saint’s vast achievement with 
almost effort. 

The biography accomplished series portraits 
the outstanding contemporaries Louis XIII that are 
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dear, refreshing and rather unusual. find St. Vin- 
cent befriending the scandalous Retz and the famous 
Duchesse d’Aiguillon suggests that these worthies, and 
others like them, may somewhat different from the 
portrayals them the various memoirs that have 
shocked amused posterity. The treatment accorded 
Anne Austria neither crafty nor capricious, 
neither voluptuous nor vain the most considerate 
that Queen has ever received. The picture social 
conditions France, the galley slaves, the orphans, 
the beggars, the plague-ridden and the war-stricken 
ineradicable. There is, also, clear and sympathetic 
account the original Jansenists imagine 
Angélique inventing special recipe for soup for the 
poor Paris! 


There is, addition, abundance humor and 
anecdote, neither fatuous nor fantastic that saves the 
book from becoming tiresome. Atlas-like his will- 
ingness carry the burden the world upon his back, 
but unlike Atlas that embraces his burden will- 
ingly, St. Vincent Paul has been presented such 
way inspiration. The author constantly 
stresses the motif that St. Vincent took simple peasant 
virtues, honesty, frugality, shrewdness, simple piety, 
and deep respect and tenderness for humans and 
fired with love for God and man transformed the 
world his day and perhaps this. 

William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Pei, Mario A., and Gaynor, Frank, editors 
Liberal Arts Dictionary 
Philosophical Library. Oct. 27, 1952. 307p. $6.00. 


dictionary the type under discussion has im- 
mediate appeal. The editors, confronted with the tasks 
selecting, defining and translating, have presented 
array terms aid those who read the cultural 
fields and who may choose pursue those fields 
the foreign’ languages well their own language. 
is, however, book read for pleasure, even 
entertainment. The reader who consults the Liberal 
Arts Dictionary with the confidence one usually has 
seeking the enlightenment definition the appro- 
priate word for foreign translation will disappointed 
most occasions. should read the foreword with 
exceeding care. would then prepared expect 
many omissions; would understand that limitations 
time and space had been imposed; would sym- 
pathetic realizing that accuracy definition does not 
treatise. The editors state (p. vi): “Terms 
which several pages are devoted the encyclopedias 
cannot receive the same treatment work not 
much more than three hundred pages.” Actually there 
are only two hundred twenty-one pages definitions. 
The remainder the book consists comprehensive 
cross-index the foreign-language words. This excel- 
len feature enables the reader find the English 
equivalent and definition the foreign word (French, 
German Spanish) under his scrutiny. 


The foreword significally states: “The editors are fully 


aware that the preparation a.volume this type 
some important terms may have been omitted and 


Pei Bonniwell 


others included that perhaps could well have been left 
out.” Why, then, were they not left out words such 
detective story, escape literature, motion picture? 
expected find television (p. 194), and was surprised 


that radio was omitted.. Everyone knows what water- 


color (p. 216) is; why not define gouache? The word 
etching (p. 69) presented; sought dry point vain. 
music definition supplied for canon (p. 36); one 
hight expect fugue defined. The word violin (p. 
214) prepates one for definitions less known instru- 
ments, such the English born, bassoon (these are not 
included). inconsistent define Doric (p. 58) 
literature but omit Doric architecture. The word 
Doric suggested the Greek orders architecture and 
sought the word Corinthian (it not included). was 
most surprised find Ionic (p. 103), but with 
definition. 


The publishers well the editors the Liberal Arts 
Dictionary welcome suggestions which might con- 
sidered for future editions. reader, offer the 
following: 


Enlarge the scope the work. 

Avoid definitions words “that perhaps could 
well have been left out.” 

Increase the number words that really need 
definition within the subjects the categories. 

not print words for which definition 
given. 

Include Italian among the principal foreign lan- 
guages utilized. 


Lawrence Mann, 
Department Fine Arts, 
University Scranton 


Bonniwell, William (O.P.) Margaret Metola 
Kennedy. Oct. 13, 1952. 177p. $2.50. 

The life story this girl, beatified 1609, happened 
into existence the product historical research. 
ancient manuscript was discovered and—joy joys 
the researcher’s heart!—it definitely proved that the 
preceding biographies had either watered down 
omitted many the facts the life Blessed Mar- 
garet. Father Bonniwell has already incorporated his 
findings critical edition her life but has writ- 
ten the present narrative simply because “her story 
too wonderful remain buried under mass his- 
torical discussion about manuscripts and dates.” 
sequently, Margaret Metola makes pretensions 
whatever. simple tale told simply in- 
credibly “hard” life from which there emerges also 
incredible spiritual beauty. 

should repeated that this little “life saint” 
primarily intended foster piety and devotion. 
not work literature, not “great biography,” nor 
does pretend be. but the uncomplicated 
account life eminently worth knowing. 

Margaret lived only thirty-three years earth. She 
was born shortly after the death St. Thomas Aquinas 
and died the same year that Dante passed away. 
She was neither theologian nor poet and yet, her 
life was cheerful poem pain, prayer love quite 
beyond the reach the theologian who not also 
saint. 


189 


190 McGehee 


From the human point her sufferings make 
anything but pleasant reading. First all, she was 
physically ugly. She was abnormally undersized, born 
with the deformations having humped back, the 
right leg much shorter than the left, and totally blind. 
Her father was Captain the People, commander 
the fort Massa Trabaria the district Metola, 
situated right the heart the Papal States. Parisio, 
was called, abandoned his daughter from the 
moment birth. had wanted son the first 
place. Now had daughter, and caricature 
human being that. 


Margaret was kept hidden from the world. She was 
baptized secretly, hidden the servant’s quarters 
the fort, almost totally unvisited her parents. She 
learned wander along the corridors alone. Her dis- 
position was cheerful, morose. For fear that 


her wanderings one the family friends might dis- 
cover the monstrosity, Parisio had Margaret walled 
cell built especially for this purpose adjacent 
little Church the woods about quarter mile 
away from the fort. Margaret was seven years old. 


her cell, she prayed, performed penances, received 
instructions from the chaplain. few years later, she 
was put dungeon the Cathedral town Mer- 
catello. Finally, her parents brought her another 
town, Citta Castello, put her the Church there 
and abandoned her. She became beggar. The people 
the town soon vie with one another for the 
privilege having her their humble homes. Mar- 
garet entered convent and was expelled for observing 
the rules. Finally, she was accepted member 
group laywomen, the Order Penance St. Domi- 
nic, which eventually developed into the present Third 
Order. Here she died. 

When they went bury her, the people verged riot 


because they thought the holy girl deserved 


the church itself. The Dominican Prior was 


quandary which settled. From 


bier, Margaret raised her left hand touch mute, 
crippled girl who was completely cured the spot. 
From there dates-a long list notarized 
documents attesting Margaret’s miraculous inter- 
cession the cure cancer, rheumatic fever, osteo- 
arthritis, crippling from birth, year-old ulcers the 
skin, and the immediate healing and recall life 
woodsman killed the mangling wild bears, the 
resuscitation drowned boy. 

Father Bonniwell remarks the irony the parents who, 
their disgust, named the child Margarita, the Pearl. 
And Margaret’s life the life inward beauty, the 
pearl great price. 


Sister Mary the Compassion, one the foremost’ 
liturgical artists modern times, has interspersed some 
drawings the contemporary vein which the reader 
will like very much all according his taste. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Best SELLERs 


McGehee, Florence Please Excuse Johnny 
Macmillan. Nov. 1952. 242p. $3.50. 


From the casebook California truant officer comes 
sheaf reminiscence about more and less corrigible 
cases. The locale town which has its well-to-do 
class but finds most its population the migratory 
worker camps with certain number distant Indians 
who are, for school purposes, merely statistical entities 
the absentee column. 


The papers which make this volume are truly short 
stories. Both background and author’s preference 
intention they belong the Steinbeck category. 
sibly seeking shock the readers into awareness 
deplorable conditions, the writer stresses the seamy 
twenty one. 


coyly outspoken ladyish unladilikeness injected 
into the telling these stories attempt provide 
humor and classify them entertainment. Some few 
are readable and interesting. Most reflect helpless 
despair face the complexities the Indian, Mexi- 
can and “Okie” characters. Nowhere appears un- 
derstanding the real lack the people, under- 
standing exposition appears the work required 
help them. And beyond belief that cleaness better 
than dirt, shoes better than bare feet, school attendance 
better than non-attendance, there nothing here 
convince the lay reader that the educational program 
provides onything worthwhile. 


The book fails both fiction and sociological docu- 
ment and not recommended serving any useful 
purpose. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 


and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 


able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 

who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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